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Shady Grove
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December 18, 1936 - Selma Farmer, of Port Royal, conducted this survey of .Shady Grove," with an on-

si te inspect ion, plus information from Miss Leu Acore, of  Supply,  Va.,  and Mrs. Herbert  Farmer, of  Brandywine,
Va. Addit ional information was drawn from Marshal l  Wingf ield 's "A History of Carol ine County."

Shadv Grove is located two miles northeast of Brandywine, and one-half  mi le west of Route 619. Bui l t
crrca '1790, it was first owned by the Hord family [they sold to Daniel Reynolds in 18241and eventually was
conveyed to Birkenhead Boutwel l to John Boutwel l  Smith.

It is a two-story rectangular house having a basement and attic. From the ground up there is a four-foot
brrck foundation. The bricks are laid according to the Flemish Bond. These bricks were made in a brick kiln on
tne adjoining farm. The rest of  the house is of f rame.

The house had a gabled top and is covered with metal. There are two chimneys, which are about seven
foot wide at the base, and are divided into three sections. There are three rooms in the basement. They are
ceiled with brick. Two of the rooms have plank floor but the other one is dirt.

The breast of  the chimney above the mantel  in the old parlor has panels of wainscot ing which is very
attract ive. The mantel  in this room is very elaborately hand carved and is about f ive feet four inches tal l .  There
is a moulded cornice al l  around this room. In the hal l  there is a very beaut i ful  arch which is hand carved. There
;s a rnantel  in the ki tchen which was made by hand but this is very plain

There is hand carved panel ing around al l  the doors and windows and there is a chair  rai l  and baseboard
irr  al l  the rooms. The rooms are of the nine foot pi tch.

ln 1905, a smal l  entrance room was added to the front of  the house. The top of this room has not been
cei led. The or iginal  f ront door,  which was a double transom door of the seven panel type has been removed and
a very plain hand made one replaces i t .

There are two graveyards here. One on the northeast side of the house for the white, and the one for the
slaves on the east. There are no markers in either of these graveyards, and the graves are covered with vines
and weeds. l t  is said that forty-one people have died in this house.

The timber used in the construction was imported from England and put together with mortice. lt is said
that this house was first built in England, [then] taken down and sent here, where it was put up a second time.

Historical Siqniflcance - Because the house was located in the woods, it was out of the range of
gunboats that passed up the Rappahannock River during the War Between the States, and was used by many as
a refuge. During the war,  Mrs. Birkenhead Boutwel l  l ived here. She turned the house into a hospital  for
wuunded and disabled soldiers unt i l  the fal l  of  Richmond.

These soldiers were given medical attention by Dr. Urquhart of Port Royal, There were seven left with
tviis Boutwell after the fall of Richmond. All of these soon left except one who was unable to travel. An old
r:rmily school house that stood in the yard was fitted up for him so that Mrs. Boutwell could look after and care for
hirn. Her grandchi ldren l iked to vis i t  with him and lo hear him talk and sing. When he decided to leave, al l  the
children gathered around him to see him off. He fastened his pack on his back, and said, "Good bye, Purty gals,
I am sorry to left you, but I am 'bliged to went." The children followed him for a short distance, then hastened
back to tell their grandmother of his departure. She said she was sorry that she had not seen him go so she
could have given him some money, as she had given the other six who had left some weeks before.

Birkenhead Hawkins Boutwell married Miss Catherine Harrison Smith. One of their daughters, Martha
Srnith Boutwel l ,  marr ied James Madison Smith, brother of Governor Wil l iam Smith ("Extra Bi l ly") ,  and her
cousin. The last member of the Boutwel l  name in Carol ine was Apol los Boutwel l ,  who was born in 1828, and
died in 19'17. He was the son of Birkenhead H. Boutwel l ,  who was considered a very r ich man and was said to
rrave kept the money in shot bags in the lockers room of his residence. He is also said to have kept three pr four
oarrels of whiskey and brandy in his cel lar " for family use" and for f r iends.

Descriptive Form - House is listed as two-story, with attic as an additional half story; bricks (foundation)
in Flemish bond; roof gabled and covered with metal. Two chimneys were located at the east and west sides of
the house, cornices of wood. There were nineteen windows, each wrth fifteen panels, each measuring eightby-
ten inches. There were seven rooms, and a stairway of the enclosed type with no handrails. The cellar stretched
underthe ent ire house, consist ing of three rooms. Doorswere six panel 'T ' type, of oakwood and painted.
Wal ls had been papered about 1 00 years ago, and were great ly in need of repair .  Old HL hinges were st i l l  used,
Dut old locks and doorknobs had been replaced. Floorwasthe or iginal ,  uni form, of s ix- inch boards. There were
rwo rnantels, parlor and kitchen, and the house was at original except for the small entrance added to the front.



John Hord
Shady Grove

Gertealoov of the Hord Familv - Rev. Arnold Harris Hord bo 65)
John Hord came to Virginia and purchased a large tract of  land in what is now Carol ine County, on the

xaopahannock River,  which he named "Shady Grove." This tract was a part  of  an or iginal  grant made to Sir
Tfromas Lunsford. His house was brought from England in sect ions, and is st i l l  [1898]standing. l t  is located two
rni les south of the Rappahannock River,  and eight mi les below where the vi l lage of Port  Royal now stands The
present div iding l ine between the count ies of Carol ine and Essex passes near i t .  l t  is a large, double mansion,
with a spacious hal l  ten feet in width running through the centre, having on each side rooms twenty feet square.
rn the middle of the hal l  is an archway handsomely carved. The ent ire bui lding is massive and substant ial ,
naving hard-wood f loors, tal l  white mantels,  and handsomely panel led doors. l t  is two stor ies high, bui l t  of
rnassive timbers, with brick foundations and chimneys. Projecting from the ground in front are the remains of
two br ick pi l lars,  al l that is now lef t  of  an upper and a lower porch. The house in i ts day was a handsome one
although at the present t ime i t  is very much di lapidated.

The Hord Familv of Virginia - Rev. Arnold Harris Hord (pq 41-46)
The house is now si tuated in Carol ine County, but in 1717 that part  of  Carol ine County was within the

boundaries of the County of Essex. An indenture between Thomas Coghi l l  of  St.  Ann's Parish, Essex County,
and Thomas Dickinson of Hanover Parish, King George County (May 20, 1734),  the land sold is descr ibed as . . ."s i tuated on a branch of Portobago Bay, cal led the deep branch, thence up the branch to the l ine of John Hord.. . .

Portobago Bay is in Caroline County near the border of Essex County, and John Hord's land was near
Portobago Bay, an inlet  of  the Rappahannock River. . . .  Othertracts of land were added to the or iginal200 acres
purchased by John Hord from Edward Booker, one of which, lying in Essex County, John Hord mentions in his
w i l l .  l w a s i n f o r m e d t w e n t y y e a r s a g o [ c a l B 9 8 ]  b y M r . H u d g i n , C l e r k o f C a r o l i n e C o u n t y , a v e r y o l d m a n a t t h a t
trme, thal  his impression was, in the absence of deeds destroyed during the Civi l  War, that the "Shady Grove"
estate comprised about 2100 acres of land.

The Hord family owned also an estate known as "Liberty Hill," on Port Tobago Bay. Tradition affirms that
John Hord l ived at "Liberty Hi l l "  dur ing the winter months. The house commanded a f ine view of four Virginia
counlies. lt was destroyed by fire a few years ago.

[Notes on ownership] -  John Hord in his wi l l  of  1747, gave the house and land to son Ambrose Hord,
vvno died without issue, leaving his entire estate to brother John Hord. This John Hord was the father of Robert
H o r d . w h o s o l d i t t o D a n i e l  R e y n o l d s i n 1 8 2 1 .  R e y n o l d s w a s l i v i n g i n t h e h o u s e i n l S 3 B .

T h e w r i t e r f i r s t v i s i t e d " S h a d y G r o v e " i n l 8 9 3 a n d a g a i n i n l 9 l 3 .  O n t h e l a t t e r v i s i t h e f o u n d t h e o l d
f rous€ corsiderably al tered in appearance. A port ion of the rear of the bui lding had been torn down, new
clapDoards had been substituted for the old, and the original thick green windowpanes had been replaced by
rnodern glass. The wri ter now has in his possession one of these old windowpanes given to him on his f i rst  v is i t .
The style of the house indicates that it was built at an early period. The panels of the doors are fastened together
with wooden pins. In a lower panel of  a door of one of the bed-rooms on the second f loor is a smal l  hole which
was intended to give admission to the cat.  l t  is exact ly l ike a door which may be seen in General  Washington's
Mansion at Mt.  Vernon.

The house at Shady Grove was so badly in need of repair  in 1 91 3 that i t  was uninhabitable. Drawings
were made at that t ime of the inter ior of  the bui lding, of  the mantelpiece in the parlor and of the arch in the hal l .
These drawings, which have been reproduced for this volume, indicate that i t  was or iginal ly a handsome Colonial
lesidence. Around the house are several of the largest and finest oak trees that I have ever seen, probably the
remains of a larger grove that gave the estate its name "Shady Grove." In the rear of the house are two wooden
bui ldings with quaint conical  roofs after the style of some which may be seen at Mt.  Vernon. These alone remarn
oi a group of smal ler bui ldings which formerly belonged to the plantat ion. The house is si tuated about half  a mi le
from the public highway and is approached by a winding road which is probably two-thirds of a mile long. The
first sight of the house from the pike is extremely pleasing. lt stands upon a knoll or ridge overlooking the
surrounding country.  From the broad hal l  that extends through the bui lding from front to rear,  one may look in
ei ther direct ion over many miles of country.  The house occupies the most conspicuous point in the landscape
and with its white walls and red roof visible through the great oak trees that surround it, makes an attractive
picture. About two hundred yards distant is the burial ground of the Hord family, which is marked by a group of
tall trees standing in the midst of a field. The graveyard is overgrown with honeysuckle to the depth of two feet.

ln the doorway, shown in the plan, at  the rear of the hal l ,  John Hord, who was paralyzed for three years
uatofe his death, sometimes sat and watched the slaves working in the f ie lds. I  received this tradi t ion many
/ears ago from Mrs. Boutwel l  Smith, a resident of Carol ine County, whose granddaughter is the present owner of
S i la0v  Grove. "



7

1I

l-'

=

:
:

l '
t _
r !

1i 
.^ '-_-

o r  ;  - .
^ l  

*  * -

: r  r . :

l- ._:,

. t  l

.l

G i

|  . , '
_* :--
'.

.

. -

l l
:l
*l
o l

jl
I

I
1 l
X
; t

: l
f

- - -

t ;

l'.

,  r ,  4

i jr:.1i' ! r , j l :

!  51: l :
d q t r - . -' i  n el t:J'  t  i r i l l

c ) : t d



+:
$

T
" .k
. 1 " ' t ?
. .  ̂ +

- t . \ ,. . , : \ .

'. 
-. iI

r"'rtil
t

I


